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Recommended Guidance for
Extended Use and Limited Reuse
of N95 Filtering Facepiece Respirators
in Healthcare Settings
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(e.g., other classes of filtering facepiece respirators, elastomeric half-
mask and full facepiece air purifying respirators, powered air purifying
respirators)
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Definition

Extended use refers to the practice of wearing the same N95 respirator for
repeated close contact encounters with several patients, without removing the
respirator between patient encounters. Extended use may be implemented when
multiple patients are infected with the same respiratory pathogen and patients
are placed together in dedicated waiting rooms or hospital wards. Extended use
has been recommended as an option for conserving respirators during previous
respiratory pathogen outbreaks and pandemics.
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Reuse refers to the practice of using the same N95 respirator for multiple encounters with
patients but removing it (‘doffing’) after each encounter. The respirator is stored in between
encounters to be put on again (‘donned’) prior to the next encounter with a patient.

RASKBERERE  FERREEEROSE2TY
&E Blan - Amas = FERLES - CDCLH%#@.%*D@/\KEE@
ROSEMEEMRY - WHEG SRR ZEGZERIIET ~
o] IHE—IEHEEEER -

IImII —N

T
(=

For pathogens in which contact transmission (e.g., fomites) is not a concern, non-emergency
reuse has been practiced for decades. For example, for tuberculosis prevention, CDC
recommends that a respirator classified as disposable can be reused by the same worker as long
as it remains functional and is used in accordance with local infection control procedures.
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Even when N95 respirator reuse is practiced or recommended, restrictions are in

place which limit the number of times the same FFR is reused.Thus, N95 respirator
reuse is often referred to as “limited reuse”.
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Limited reuse has been recommended and widely used as an option for conserving
respirators during previous respiratory pathogen outbreaks and pandemics.
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